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Role of Personal Friendship and Charishma
in Foreign Relations

NUCLEAR DEALS or Free Trade Agreements come easy with the
inclusion of friendship among nations or it’s dignitaries!

Friendship is the personified feeling of trust, togetherness, and support.
So, does friendship in international relationships. Companionship has
never been separated from foreign affairs. Broadly, friendships can be of
two types in international affairs between the political leaders or between
the countries. These friendships share a special relationship in foreign
affairs that can lead to making and conducting of various foreign policies.
It’s common to read in the news about the friendship among states like
countries share a patron-client relationship where the relationship is based
on moral respectability say between Saudi Arabia and the USA. Saudi
Arabia friendship with the USA makes it easier for both countries to relish
the mutual ties that benefit them. Such relations are visible with the
language of friendship through international treaties and pacts like
Germany and France rejoice their companionship in annual celebrations
of the signing of the Élysée Treaty.

In this article, the researcher will be focusing more on the role of
personal bond among the political leaders in international practice. Such
kind of relationship may have manifold benefits like supporting each
other’s country in international forums, enjoying a close bilateral
relationship, bringing cooperative linkages in trade, military and
developmental arrangements.

Influence of Personal Bonding
Policies in International relations are framed by the humans, who are

governed by their own personality traits. With regards to the Kantian
perception, people use important notions to make sense of their atmosphere
and of themselves in it. Cerebral frames guide the orientation of decision
makers and their perception of events. However, such kind of inter-personal
relationship can have different attributes based on the nature of states.

For an example, A country’s political leader is the best friend of B
country’s political leader. Then, it can help both countries to develop
bilateral policies to strength their nation, favouring each other’s countries
at international levels like UN and readily available to give aid or loan.
And this relationship is stronger as per the political leader’s positioning
in its nation. However, it also endanger the nation’s secret to another that
at an extreme can jeopardize the democracy.

Nevertheless, Friendship helps to bring the reciprocity in the relation
where two of states are expected to collaborate in decision-making and

One significant aspect
neglected while electing the
national leaders, is the role of
personal bonds in evolving
foreign relations. Friendships
among global leaders play an
essential role in negotiating
bilateral agreements, receiving
aids and supporting at
international platforms. Benefits
of personal bonds are evident
since historical ties between
former US President Roosevelt
and former British PM Churchill
to the present connections
between Indian PM Modi and US
President Trump. A recent
example of global leaders
supporting PM Modi’s move on
Jammu and Kashmir reiterated
the significance of personal
bonding and charisma in foreign
relations.



16 FOCUSWTO.IB • July-September 2019 (Vol. 21 No. 3)

ARTICLES

framing strategies in the
international order. They support
and consult each other in the
discussion of wide-ranging from
topics from the secrecy to sensitive
negotiations. Thus, the bond of
friendship in international affairs
can be comprehended with three
attributes.

First, mutual friendship opens
the horizons of information that is
private and critical, which are
closed off from others. Even if they
are not negotiating or working
together on some subject, but their
advice is the crucial motivation for
doing something, which may be
hidden from other states or from
their own state. It’s important to
understand that such policy-
making, not only shadows the line
between two nations but pierces the
role that states play in the inter-
national environment. This is being
noticed by Graham Allan by
quoting, “The self that is revealed
in our dealings with our friends is
closer to our self-definition than the
‘self’ we portray in other contexts
… friends are permitted
“backstage” more than most,
gaining a better view of how our
performance is constructed”.

The second attribute is the
practice of solidarity that is
standing by each other and lending
support in times of need. But the
language of solidarity is the main
thing that matters like
commitments, selfsacrifice, etc.
Indian Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi declared `4,500
crore monetary support to Bhutan
to implement its 12th five-year plan.

Third, mutual gain through
learning via technology transfers.
Friendship helps to bring their

collective actions that may even lead
to violent practices against the third
parties. It can form an exclusive
space where no other nation can
enter and these sates could lead to
discriminatory effects. Like Russian
president Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping share a cordial
relation with Syrian President,
Bashar Assad that were frustrating
the halting efforts of the USA
towards the never-ending war in
Syria.

Friendship of political leaders
have a very critical impact on policy-
making at international grounds.
Even, the US President Mr. Barack
Obama acknowledged that bonds
of friendships and trust with other
world leaders is an important part
that helps to execute the diplomacy
policies. So, Personal friendships
are attention-grabbing if they form
between decision-makers counter to
the backdrop of unfriendly political
relations between the two countries
they represent. Additionally,
personal friendships between the
political leaders can either help to
create or maintain the state’s
friendship ties. These relationships
further push the image of
representatives through media and
digital communications into every
household. However, such kind of
personal bonds comes in limelight
during the international crisis/
conflict and political
transformation. A recent example is
of, friendship of Pakistan and China
over the Kashmir issue at UNSC.

Instances of Personal
Friendships

Historic Personal friendship
between Roosevelt and Churchill
had an influence on the

international ties between the USA
and Great Britain. During the
outbreak of World War II, their
friendship helped to build a
positive relationship between the
two countries. Both countries
joined their military forces to a
degree among major allies in the
history of warfare. Roosevelt
offered material aid to Britain and
Churchill revealed about the
deciphered US diplomatic codes
were the actions based on
personal bonds. A major triumph
for Great Britain was the
cooperation of USA post-war.

Another important scenario
where two political leader’s
intended friendship helped their
states. The special relationship
between French Presidents and
German Chancellors was the result
of share political agenda towards
the development of Franco-German
relations. Their friendship gestures
help to bond the two countries. Even
when French were suspicious about
reconciliation, De Gaulle and
Adenauer were present at a number
of highly symbolic places like
attending a service together at the
war-damaged Cathedral in Reims
in 1962, which helped countries to
bond and resulted into Élysée
Treaty.

Another historic example is of
Ex-US President Mr. George W.
Bush and Ex-British Prime Minister
Mr. Tony Blair. This was regarding
the military intervention in Iraq,
where NATO allies were in doubts
and criticism. Blair’s support
towards the US agenda to eliminate
the administration of Saddam
Hussein through military force was
a significant component in the
legitimization work both nationally
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and internationally. Bush’s
government also made an effort to
influence the UN Security Council,
a move that was crucial for Blair to
sustain his support for the
intervention against native
opposition, though the failure to
secure a UN mandate did not
weaken their firmness to intervene
in Iraq.

Strategic friendship could also
lend the support. Say, Ex-US
President, Obama, and German
Chancellor, Merkel has an alliance-
turned-friendship based on parallel
personalities and mutual political
interests. During the political
blowback on Merkel for her
standpoint on refugees fleeing war
in Syria, Obama reached in
Hanover, Germany to lend a
support to his friend by stating “She
is giving voice, I think, to the kinds
of principles that bring people
together rather than divide them,
and I’m very proud of her for that,
and I’m proud of the German
people for that”.

Another known relationship is
between Russian President, Mr.
Putin and Chinese President, Mr.
Xi. Jinping calls Putin as his “best,
most intimate friend” and also
awarded friendship medal to him.
This helped to strengthen their
bilateral relationship in 2018,
Russia and China held a security
summit. The summit fetched
together a block of states led by the
two Eastern powers called the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO). Additionally,
approximately 3,000 Chinese
troops amalgamated with Russian

soldiers for Russia’s biggest
military drills in Siberia since the
Soviet era.

While provision for networks in
a military conflict is probable, the
expansion of individual bonds
between leaders on contrary sides
of a political clash is feasibly more
stimulating. For example, the
personal bond shared at the end of
the Cold War between US
Presidents, first Mr. Ronald Reagan
and then Mr. H.W. Bush, and Soviet
leader Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev,
accompanied by companionships
between Kohl and Gorbachev and,
also, among their corresponding
foreign ministers, Hans-Dietrich
Genscher and Eduard
Shevardnadze. Difficult and
delicate discussions over ending an
arms race were an unlikely context
in terms of German unification and
the role of NATO in a post-Cold
War, given personal friendship is
at stake. With growing tensions
between public and private
atmospheres, a friend is expected to
fulfil the professional
responsibilities in the political
arena. So, during 1991 Bust
accepted and dealt with the rise of
Boris Yeltsin.

Indian Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi is seen on many
foreign visits to strengthen the
nation’s position. He is often been
recognized by other countries’
leaders as a friend. For example,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s friendship with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was
showcased very well when Modi
asked Israeli enterprises to yield

gain from “liberalized FDI regime
to make more in India”. USA
President, Donald Trump called PM
Modi as his friend and also led them
to discuss some important strategic
issues for the countries. This can be
favourable for India when US-
China trade wars are heating up.

Foreign Relationship
Goals

Political leaders are aware
that their relationship can invest
in bringing two states closer and
will encompass the bureaucracies
tasked with the routine execution
and operation of the foreign
policy. Such kind of relationships
not only limit to the respective
countries itself but it spills its
effect on many regional
organizations where two
countries are members like NATO,
EU, etc. It’s important to not to
underestimate the power these
political leaders have to influence
the international policies.

World leaders’ friendship is a
connection between countries
which is greater than the
summation of its parts because it
touches others outside this
relationship and transmits the
moral obligation. International
Relationship holds both promises
and fears to global order. It fetches
the question of whether friends
might privilege their friendship over
the states they represent. Thus, it
become very important for a nation
to elect right representative, who
bring benefits without risking
nation’s identity.
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